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England. But his approval having been obtained and the
engagement announced, the kindly old Viceroy lost no time
in toiling up the hill to our house, the " Observatory/' and
wishing us all happiness. A red-and-gold orderly, that had
accompanied him, had carried a large package, of which
Lord Lawrence asked our acceptance with his best wishes.
This was found to contain a magnificent silver-gilt inkstand,
the sort of equipment that one might suppose would be pro-
vided at the close of the Conference at Berlin* and with the
aid of which, together with some magnificent pens, manu-
factured expressly for the occasion, the high - contracting
parties of the various Governments would be invited to sign
the Treaty, It was for some time difficult to assign to this
splendid specimen a befitting place in a modest establish-
ment. But, after my retirement, having rented the beautiful
old Hapsburg Castle of Wildeck, I bethought myself of
placing it in the big library there, on a high carved desk,
which supported one of Bonn van Hauten's elaborate visitors*
books, with arms emblazoned. There, flanked by two of Mr
Hill's finest swan-quills, it invited visitors, after they bad
been shown round the Castle, to inscribe their names. And
it now holds the same important post under nearly similar
conditions in the library of this old CMteau. It is the
admiration of many visitors, who, I am certain, are much
more interested in it than they are in the various specimens
of the relics of this old Schloss and of the adjacent valley
in old times, placed for their instruction in the museum in
the billiard-room. It will always remain a proud testimony
of the countenance received by me from the great Viceroy
under whom I had the honour to serve, and who was one
of the most distinguished men of the great service to which
I once belonged.

I had now to return to Nagpore and put my house in
order for the arrival of a wife. We were married at Siralah
in Christmas week 1868, on a hyper-glorious winter's day*
when, after heavy rain, the weather suddenly clearing, ye-
vealed the mountem-raijges all clothed in pare bridal